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APPENDIX, government sanction only as the ground for the Company's
interference and assistance.

The question as to Mr. Hodges' claim was always, in
his mind and that of his representatives, one of time, de-
pendent on the prior discharge of the Company's claims
on the zemindar; and it has been clearly shewn in this
paper, that those claims have never been discharged, nor
could they have been, if the Company had continued to
enforce them.

Upon the whole, therefore, your committee cannot but
regard the proposed bill as a most unwarrantable attempt
to make the revenues of India answerable for a private
debt, and to confer an undue benefit on parties who have
no other claim whatever to consideration, than that of
having, by irregular means, obtained a recognition by
government of dealings of such a character, as to call,
not for approval and encouragement, but for the severest
reprehension.

Your committee therefore submit to the court the ex-
pediency of their recording their earnest protest against
the proposition, as unjust in itself, and as involving a
most injurious precedent.

PETITION to the HOUSE of LORDS.
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land in Parliament assembled.
The Humble Petition of the United Company of Mer-
chants of England trading to the East-Indies,
Humbly Sheweth :
That a bill is now pending in your right honourable
house, entitled " An Act for providing for the discharge of